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• How should USSF ensure that it is prepared to provide sufficient 
forces capable of countering threats while fighting and surviving in an 
extreme cold weather environment? 
• The 2018 National Defense Strategy, the Multi-Domain Battle concept, 
and actions taken by peer and near-peer adversaries all call for a shift 
in focus from the Middle East to adversaries such as Russia, China, 
and North Korea. Conflict with any of these adversaries will likely 
include some aspect of cold-weather warfare.
• Ensuring USSF is prepared to fight in cold-weather environments is 
imperative to maintain relevancy and counter future threats.
WINTER IS COMING: ENSURING U.S. SPECIAL 
FORCES IS PREPARED TO FIGHT AND WIN IN 
A COLD WEATHER ENVIRONMENT
Results
• The result of this research is an operational capability framework defining a 
required capability for USSF in terms of mobility, survivability, and lethality 
tasks.
• Based on an analysis of USSF current capability, the premise that ODAs other 
then Mountain Detachments generally lack any cold-weather capability was 
supported. 
• This research effort recommends that 1st SFC (A) adopt formal cold-weather 
training standards, separate from SOF Mountaineering standards
The “So What” Next Steps
• Current SOF-specific doctrine for cold-weather warfare is non-existent. 
• Utilizing the operational capability framework as a baseline, a SOF-
specific cold-weather warfare manual would prove invaluable to 
guiding ODA training.
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Research design
• USSF currently conflates cold-weather warfare with SOF 
Mountaineering. Cold-weather training conducted by Mountain 
Detachments alone, as a consequence of Mountaineering METL 
task training, is inadequate given the prospect of conflict in cold 
regions.
• This research effort made a case for the operational necessity of 
maintaining cold-weather ready forces, analyzed past cold-
weather conflicts (Winter War and Korean War), analyzed 
current capability, doctrine, regulations, training centers, and 
operational requirements of USSF. 
• Sources utilized in this research included primary sources and 
AARs from previous cold-weather conflicts, current doctrine, 
journal articles and news sources.
• The operational capability framework developed by this research 
effort can be utilized as a baseline to formulate cold-weather 
training standards for USSF.
US Marines retreating from the Chosin Reservoir during the 
Korean War
